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Some Catholic students distributed leaflet on electoral reform and 8.31 decision in parishes during the Occupy Movement but were scolded by some parishioners, claiming “civil disobedience is illegal”, “protests in the occupy movement are violent”, “why insist on nomination by citizens.”  Most parish priests kept silence in order to avoid further division in parishes. However, there were still some, especially young people, trying to explain to public why the Church support democracy and their sympathy with the protesters. 
When police cleared the occupied areas in December 11, 2014 and restored order and traffic to normal, the 75-day Occupy Movement (OM), or being known internationally as Umbrella Movement, finally came to an end.  However, no one expects that this movement really have ended. The movement arose from the decision of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on electoral reform on August 31, 2014 (“8.31 decision”), which means only those candidates the Beijing government has approved can contest the post of Hong Kong’s Chief Executive. As the Hong Kong government did not answer the movement’s demand on genuine universal suffrage, the struggle for democracy continues. Before they left the occupied area at Admiralty, some protesters left behind banners and slogans stating, “We will be back” and “It’s just the beginning.” In reality, after the clearance of the sites, people started organizing small-scale scattered protest actions in shopping districts, distributing leaflets and setting up discussion booth in local communities, planning to participate in district election, and hanging banners of “We want authentic universal suffrage” everywhere. All these show the desire and volition of true democracy of Hong Kong people. 
In the society, there has been social division over the OM. People wore yellow or blue ribbons; the former symbolized supporters of the OM whereas the latter were anti-occupy force, supporting police to restore normality. Members of the Catholic Church, like Hong Kong people, were also divided in supporting the movement. Some Catholic students distributed leaflet on electoral reform and 8.31 decision in parishes during the OM but were scolded by some parishioners, claiming “civil disobedience is illegal”, “protests in the occupy movement are violent”, “why insist on nomination by citizens.”  Most parish priests kept silence on the OM in order to avoid further division in parishes. However, some church leaders, Catholic organizations, and parishioners, especially young people, demonstrated strong support towards and sympathetic with the participants of the pro-democratic OM, trying to explain to public why the Church support democracy and their sympathy with the protesters. 

Below I will delineate briefly how the church leaders and lay people of the Catholic Church involved in and responded to the OM and the related pro-democratic activities before it, as well as the reasons behind.

To offer guidance. Early in 2013 July, the Hong Kong Catholic Diocese issued an urgent appeal about universal suffrage and civil disobedience when the Occupy Central prepared its campaign, after the 2012 February statement about the expectation towards the new Chief Executive and his administration. Both statements quote the social encyclical Centesimus Annus of Pope John Paul II to affirm democracy, claiming “the Church values the democratic system inasmuch as it ensures the participation of citizens in making political choices, guarantees to the governed the possibility both of electing and holding accountable those who govern them, and of replacing them through peaceful means when appropriate.” (
) During the consultation period of the electoral reform in 2014, although the Catholic Diocese emphasized that it is for individual members of the faithful to choose their own options in respect of the electoral reform, it restated that “the mechanism and procedures for nominating candidates for election to the office of Chief Executive must be truly democratic so as to facilitate the right of the citizens to choose their leaders and fully realize the principle of universal suffrage.”(
) The aspirations for genuine democracy are considered “constitutionally sound and morally just.” It is believed that a sound political system is intimately linked with the well-being of society. Through these statements and pastoral letter, the Catholic Church leaders wished to give guidance to the Catholic community on electoral issue and showed its concern towards social issues relating to the common good, based on Catholic social teaching. 
At the beginning of the OM, soon after the firing of tear gas by the police on September 28, the Catholic Church leaders have called for peaceful and rational dialogue through making urgent appeals several times, asking both sides to keep calm, after the police employed tear gas and baton to disperse protesters. Cardinal Tong called upon the government to put the personal safety of fellow citizens as her prime concern, exercising restraint in deployment of force with a view to listening to the voice of the younger generation and of citizens from all walks of life. He also expressed his wish to those who tried to voice out their grievances be persistent in keeping calm. 

To act justly and to strive for democracy. Apart from issuing statement, some church leaders and lay Catholics strived for democracy through social actions. They uphold that “a person’s righteousness is judged by one’s works and not by one’s faith only (James 2:24).” For example, emeritus bishop Cardinal Joseph Zen, together with the supporters of Occupy Central, initiated a campaign “March for Democracy” in June 2014, to call on Hong Kong people to show their aspirations for democracy and to vote in an unofficial referendum on universal suffrage for the election of Chief Executive in 2017. Many Catholic parishes offered space for people to take rest during the march and provided places as voting stations during the referendum. The Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission organized seminar and invited the initiators of Occupy Central to explain the ideas of the campaign. The commission also encouraged Catholics to attend discussion meetings during the deliberation days and to discuss various suggestions relating to electoral reform.
To walk humbly with people and to pray with piety. As more and more people joined the movement after the arrest of student leaders and employment of tear gas, Catholics who planned to join or support Occupy Central also participated in the OM. Some were long-term supporters of democracy, some were sympathetic with the students, and some were angry with the use of violence by the police. Some of them set up tents and stayed in the occupied area. Among them were the members of the Federation of Catholic Students and other young Catholics. They wanted to follow the footsteps of Jesus and concerned the underprivileged. Apart from helping other fellow students in the occupied areas, they organized prayer meetings for Christians and other people who wanted a space to pray, to chant, and to reflect in a quiet and spiritual atmosphere, especially in the face of violence from the police and anti-occupy force. Some Catholics also invited priests to say mass in the occupied area every Sunday. They believe that moral actions are inseparable from spirituality.  As we pray, we also commit ourselves to assume responsibility to bring about that for which we pray. 
As time proceeded, the OM was in an impasse, with no respond from the government to solve the crisis, Catholic leaders organized a prayer service in the Catholic Cathedral on November 1. Auxiliary bishop Ha Chi-Shing expressed the concern of the Catholic Church towards democracy and livelihood of people, especially in a time of confusion and crisis. He urged Catholics to imitate Jesus, accompanying people in society and share people’s concerns and worries. He called on people to put down their bias and prejudice, visiting the occupied area and talked with the occupiers, in order to enhance understanding and trying to find a solution. After the prayer service, together with other people, he marched towards the Admiralty occupied area and offered prayers and wishes in the temporary prayer corner.  Moreover, the Justice and Peace Commission organized a series of prayer meetings in different parishes in November, with the theme of reconciliation. 
To equip and form our faithful. After the clearance of the occupied areas, in the post-umbrella era, people seem to go back to normal life. But protesters continue to strive for democracy in different ways. In the Catholic Church, both Church leaders and pastoral workers aware the importance of equipping our fellow Catholics with Catholic social teachings and skills of social analysis, so that they know how to discern in the face of social change and different social issues. Only when we have strong faith and understanding our social mission on earth, we can work for justice and peace persistently and constantly. The Justice and Peace Commission designed a course on the above theme and many Catholics show interest to join. 
Some people may think that the OM was a failure as there is no concrete achievement concerning the policy of universal suffrage. However, more than ever, the movement has awakened many people, particularly the young ones. The OM marks the political awakening of Hong Kong’s younger generation. Although young people have different understanding of how to strive for democracy and more and more incline to affirm the identity of Hongkongers rather than Chinese, the OM nurtures a new sense of community, solidarity, and strong volition of striving for democracy and justice. Hong Kong people believe that we can rule ourselves and we can determine our own future. In the view of this, and as Christians, we have our faith and trust in God, not the power of this world still full of hope. Thus, we are still full of hope.
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